
 
The seminars that occur on these days are aimed at the newly registered agents as well as agents who 
seek further experience in the subject areas that are scheduled.  Attendance at these seminars are an 
excellent opportunity to learn everything about a particular visa subclass from the legislative criteria to 
DIAC policy as well the more complex areas and practice points that every agent should be aware of.  
Template submission letters and aspects of effective file management will also be addressed. 
 

   
9:00am – 10:30am 
This seminar will address both onshore and offshore/temporary and permanent Contributory Parent 
Visas.  The legislative criteria as well as DIAC policy will form the basis of this seminar and focus on 
important issues as the Balance of Family Test, health and character requirements and Schedule 1 
Criteria.  Options for aged parents and other visa possibilities for parents who may not pass the Balance 
of Family test will also be examined.  Recent judicial and merits review decisions will be referred to 
throughout the seminar.  

11:00am—12:30pm 
One of the most important issues for commercial agents is payment for services, however what happens 
if payment is not forthcoming?  This important seminar will address the full conduct of procedures 
necessary for all debt collection action.  This includes court proceedings, status and tracing enquiries, 
Statement of Claims, what if a proof of debt is disputed, what if a debtor moves without trace, goes 
abroad or is bankrupt.  Find out in this timely seminar presented by the principal of a very successful debt 
collection agency. 

1:30pm—3:00pm 
This seminar will focus on tourist and temporary family visits exploring issues such as 8503 conditions and 
waivers, evidentiary requirements to prove genuine visits, visa extensions and relevant legislative criteria 
and DIAC policy. 

3:30pm—5:00pm 
This seminar takes a look at the requirements for making an application for a Spouse Visa, a Prospective 
Marriage Visa and an Interdependent Partner Visa.  We will examine the sponsorship requirements and 
Schedule 3 waivers, the issue of domestic violence and how to demonstrate a genuine relationship as 
well as other threshold criteria. 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 
This seminar will address the Schedule 4 public interest criteria that specifically relate to the health 
requirements, Schedule 4005 ς 4007.  The health criteria for both permanent and temporary visas will be 
addressed, examining the roles of the Medical Officer of the Commonwealth, the medical examination 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άtǊŜƧǳŘƛŎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέΦ  
The health waiver provisions will be examined in depth with an example of a health waiver submission to 
be discussed.   
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Debt Recovery for Migration Agents MARA Item Number 30836 

Partner Visas & Assurances of Support   MARA Item Number 30820 

Visitor Visas, Family Sponsored Visas & ETA’s  MARA Item Number 310382 

TWILIGHT: Health Criteria    MARA Item Number 30871 



 
This seminar series is aimed at the more experienced agents however they are pitched at a level that 
can be understood by all agents. 
 

   
9:00am—10:30am 
These series of seminars will focus on the legislative requirements and DIAC policy for both temporary 
and permanent visas for onshore and offshore visas respectively.  The points test and associated issues 
will be addressed such as English language requirements, Australian and offshore work experience, 
Australian educational qualifications and MODL Points.  Cases Studies and recent Judicial and Merits 
review decisions will form part of the presentation.   

11:00am—12:30pm 
These series of seminars will focus on the legislative requirements and DIAC policy for both temporary 
and permanent visas for onshore and offshore visas respectively.  The points test and associated issues 
will be addressed such as English language requirements, Australian and offshore work experience, 
Australian educational qualifications and MODL Points.  Cases Studies and recent Judicial and Merits 
review decisions will form part of the presentation.   

1:30pm—3:00pm 
This topic will address all the legislative criteria and helpful practice points in the Business Owner (sc 840), 
and Investor categories (sc891 and sc893) as well as Business Talent (sc 132) and Regional Established 
Business  in Australia (sc846), Established Business in Australia (sc 845) and other Business Development 
categories.  This seminar will address recent judicial and merits review decisions as well as the legislative 
criteria and DIAC policy.  

3:30pm—5:00pm 
This seminar is of primary importance in understanding how the subclass 457 Temporary Business Visa 
operates to assist Australian and overseas businesses in meeting their skills shortages with skilled workers 
sponsored from overseas.  The three steps of the application process and the four major categories of 
sponsorship are explored in detail.  Participants will gain knowledge including preparation of the 
application and advising the visa holder of post-arrival issues through case study and group discussions. 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 
This seminar will examine the legislative requirements and DIAC policy that govern visa options for 
Students (on or offshore) who wish to make permanent skilled visa applications to Australia.  An 
examination of the Skilled Graduate sc 485 and Recognised Graduate sc 476 will form the basis of this 
seminar.   Visa options such as the provisional Skilled ςRegional Sponsored visa (sc487), Skilled 
Independent (sc 885), and Skilled Sponsored (sc 886) will also be addressed with emphasis on the points 
test and other relevant criteria.   Case studies and recent merits review decisions will also be addressed in 
order to highlight common areas of concern.   
 
 
 
  

VICTORIA               Friday 19 September SKILLED MIGRATION DAY 

GSM – on shore visas MARA Item Number TBA 
 

GSM – offshore visas     MARA Item Number TBA 

Business Skills Visas     MARA Item Number 310145 

Temporary Business Sponsorship   MARA Item Number TBA 

 

TWILIGHT: Skilled Visa options for students   MARA Item Number TBA 



 
These seminars will focus on all aspects of merits and judicial review including practical seminars that 
are based on mock hearings at the MRT/RRT and AAT.   

9:00am—10:30am 
Writing to the Minister can be a harrowing experience, as it is often the final chance for your client to 
make their case for the grant of a visa.  This seminar takes the mystery out of the whole process.  The 
discretionary powers of the Minister as well as the legislation and policy and the structure and inner 
workings of the ministerial intervention unit will be explored.  This practical seminar will also address the 
criteria found in MSI 386 and 387 and draw upon case studies to examine writing style, format and the 
types of evidentiary requirements and address what a competent and comprehensive ministerial should 
look like.    

11:00am—12:30pm 
This seminar will address the legislative basis for judicial review and how to recognise potential cases that 
may be reviewable at the Federal Magistrates Court, the Federal Court of Australia or the High Court.  
Discussion will be centred on important issues such as what constitutes a private clause decision and the 
role judicial review plays in re examining a case and distinguishing it from a merits review tribunal.  

1:30pm – 3:00pm 
Never presented a case at a Tribunal before?  Would you like more guidance in particular areas of 
Tribunal hearings?  This seminar will be essential as we will be dividing the presentation into two sections 
where we will be using a case study to illustrate a written submission to the MRT and then we will be 
demonstrating, through a case study, a mock tribunal hearing.  Numbers will be strictly limited to 25 
people. 

3:30pm—5:00pm 
This topic will be a practical session in which a mock hearing will be conducted on a s501 character 
cancellation case.  Important points will demonstrate4d throughout the mock hearing that will inform 
participants on not only the legislative criteria for s501 cancellations and merits review at the AAT but 
important practice points on how to conduct a case at the AAT.    
 

5:30pm – 7:00pm 
This seminar will focus on the ENS program ς its threshold criteria and an in-depth analysis of the PAM, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΩ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǎ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎέΣ άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎέΣ άŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎέΣ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊκemployee obligations and the domestic violence provisions. 
  
 
 
 
 

VICTORIA        Tuesday, 18 November MERITS & JUDICIAL REVIEW 

Writing Ministerial Requests MARA Item Number 310379 
 

Judicial Review MARA Item Number 310208 
 

Conducting an Appeal at the MRT/RRT MARA Item Number 310381 
 

Conducting an Appeal at the AAT MARA Item Number 310208  
 

TWILIGHT: Employer Nomination Scheme MARA Item Number 30818 
 



Where do I go? 

All of the seminars are held at the Sir Zelman Cowen Centre at Victoria University. The Sir Zelman Cowen 
Centre is located at 295 Queen Street, Melbourne (corner of Little Lonsdale Street). Enter the building via 
the entrance on Little Lonsdale Street.  

What will I get at the seminar? 

You will receive seminar materials related to the topic at hand ς this can be in the form of seminar 
papers, a copy of the powerpoint, relevant legislation or practical examples and case studies. There will 
also be coffee and tea available at the venue. 

Who can I contact for more information? 

Contact the MIA either by email to cpd@mia.org.au or via phone on 02 9279 3140.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

  MARA Item Number TBA 
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